WIRES Wildlife Photography Competition Terms and Conditions
By entering the WIRES Wildlife Photography Competition, each entrant agrees to the following terms and conditions.
1. Eligibility
The competition is open to residents of Australia. Entrants under the age of 18 must have the consent of a parent or guardian to enter.
2. Original Work
All submitted photographs must be the entrant’s own original work.
By entering, you confirm that you are the photographer, that you have the right to submit the photograph, and that your entry does not knowingly infringe on the rights of any other person or organisation.
3. Photo Guidelines
To help ensure photographs are suitable for the WIRES 2027 Calendar and other WIRES communications, entries should follow these guidelines:
• Feature Australian native wildlife.
• Photograph wildlife ethically, without baiting, chasing, handling, harassment or habitat disturbance.
• Clearly disclose if an animal was rescued, rehabilitated, captive or photographed in a restricted setting.
• Keep edits honest and natural. AI generated images, misleading composites and heavily manipulated images are not permitted.
• Submit high resolution, print quality files where possible, with a minimum of 300 dpi for calendar consideration.
• Avoid watermarks, borders, text overlays and heavy filters.
• Entrants may submit up to 10 photographs per entry.
WIRES reserves the right to exclude any image that does not meet these guidelines or is considered unsuitable for use.
4. Usage Rights
Photographers retain ownership and copyright of the photographs they submit.
By entering the competition, you grant WIRES a royalty free, non exclusive licence to use, reproduce, publish, display and share all photographs submitted as part of the competition.
This permission allows WIRES to use submitted photographs in formats including, but not limited to:
• WIRES websites and social media channels
• Fundraising materials
• Educational resources
• Promotional campaigns
• Print and digital publications, including the WIRES 2027 Calendar
This licence applies to all photographs submitted, not only winning or selected entries.
Entrants may withdraw permission for WIRES to use or store their submitted photograph at any time by emailing contactus@wires.org.au.
Once a withdrawal request has been received, WIRES will take reasonable steps to stop any future use of the photograph and remove stored copies where practical.
This does not apply where a photograph has already been used in printed materials that have been designed, produced, distributed or made available, such as WIRES calendars.
5. Editing and Formatting
WIRES may crop, resize or make minor adjustments to submitted photographs where needed for formatting, design, accessibility or publication requirements.
WIRES will not intentionally alter the meaning, context or integrity of a photograph. Any edits made will aim to preserve the natural appearance of the image and the wildlife featured.
6. Photographer Credit
WIRES will make every reasonable effort to credit the photographer when their photograph is used, wherever space, format and platform requirements allow.
7. Judging and Selection
Photographs will be selected based on creativity, composition, image quality, ethical wildlife photography practices, and relevance to Australian native wildlife.
8. Responsibility of Entrants
Entrants are responsible for ensuring their photographs were taken legally, safely and ethically.
Entrants agree that WIRES is not responsible for any claim, dispute or issue that may arise from the submission of a photograph, including copyright, privacy, access or animal welfare concerns.
9. Privacy
Personal information collected as part of the competition will be used for competition administration and related WIRES communications only, in accordance with WIRES’ privacy policy.
Personal information will not be shared with third parties without consent, unless required by law.

